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Libraries and Social Responsibility
	Social responsibility as it relates to libraries and librarians is a fundamental component of the organization.  The American Library Association (ALA) has created a division which centers on this issue.  This unit, Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT), defines its purpose as such: 
	SSRT believes that libraries and librarians must recognize and help solve social 	problems and 	inequities in order to carry out their mandate to work for the common 	good and bolster democracy. (American Library Association, n.d.)
	Using information from the SSRT, some of the contemporary social responsibility issues and trends include homelessness, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender issues.  
Homelessness
	The Committee on Health Care for Homeless People (1988) defines homelessness or someone who is homeless as an individual who lacks a regular nighttime residence and utilizes a number of public shelters and places for sleeping (pg. 2).  
Analysis of Social Responsibility and Homelessness
	Libraries across the United States are responding to the needs of the homeless population in a variety of ways.  According to Evelyn Nieves (2013), San Francisco serves as a mentor to numerous other libraries across the United States who are recently overwhelmed with providing basic needs to homeless and poverty stricken patrons.  In their efforts to support these patrons, they have developed an outreach program, composed of various healthcare and social workers.   Rather than refusing access to the library, they instead unite to work collaboratively by providing resources aimed at basic needs.  According to Nieves (2013), many cities and libraries are following the direction of this common effort to respond to homelessness.
	According to American Libraries (2014), New York City is also responding to the needs of homeless and impoverished patrons with a program called Bridge Up.  “Bridge Up, an educational and anti-poverty program, provides academic and social support to at-risk New York youth in an effort to prepare them for success” (pg.15).   
	In Washington, Ann Crewdson (2013) describes the method of counting the number of homeless individuals in her state and how librarians contributed in the data collection on one particular day.   Homeless individuals were searched for in many different places and spaces in an effort to gather data about the homeless population.  Libraries also interact with the homeless population at a high rate.  Crewdson (2013) notes, “According to Jill Woelfer, a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Washington, out of 202 homeless young people ages fifteen to twenty-five in her study, eighty percent said that they go to the library and seventy percent responded that they use the internet at the library” (p.6).  The data suggests homelessness and library facilities are socially bonded, and libraries play a vital role in addressing the everyday essentials of this population.  
	Rebecca Hill (2013) discusses the recent significance the SRRT has placed on addressing the needs of the homeless population and assistance available to libraries.  ALA’s Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task provide a resource for libraries who are addressing this relationship with the homeless population (Hill, 2013).   Through this model, libraries have a support system that is established and acknowledges the needs of homeless patrons.

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations
	Wikipedia (n.d.) notes, “The initialism LGBT is intended to emphasize a diversity of sexuality and gender identity-based cultures and is sometimes used to refer to anyone who is non-heterosexual…”  Noteworthy, the acronym has several variances, and may appear in different sources with different variances.  
Analysis of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Trends
	When analyzing the trends with the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender population, libraries answer dynamically to their needs.  Libraries are engaging with the LGBT community through inclusive book collections, outreach programs, and community awareness.
	Current trends aim at providing the LGBT population with adequate collections that address the needs of the group.  Williams and Deyoe (2013) studied the youth collections of libraries in an attempt to determine whether or not the collections where inclusive of the LGBT community, among other minority populations.  In their findings, they discovered that increasingly more libraries are securing collections that address the group.  Concluded in the article, “…the results indicate that librarians must assess their youth collections for representations of diversity, particularly representations of LGBTQ individuals” (Williams & Deyoe, 2013).
	In Texas, the city provides numerous outreach programs at the San Antonio Public Library.  According to American Library Association (2014), these programs include Pride Watch Out, Pride Act Out, and Pride Come Out.  According to this article, library director Tonya Badillo of the Long Branch Free Public Library in New Jersey feels it is a library’s responsibility to determine the specific and unique needs of one’s community.   She suggests several possibilities of accomplishing this, such as eating in local restaurants and visiting local stores (American Library Association, 2014).  
Social Responsibilities and Shared Trends
	 Libraries are responding to the social needs of society.  When addressing the social responsibilities of libraries and librarians, the issues and trends can often become melded, and thus, can be studied and targeted as such.  In When the Library is the Only Place You Have to Go, Rebecca Hill (2013) discusses the correlation between the homeless population and the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender populations.  According to Hill (2013), “The National Coalition for the Homeless estimate that 20 to 40 percent of homeless youth are gay, lesbian, bisexual, and/or transgender” (p. 538).  In an effort to address these statistics, the Forty to None program, under the True Colors Fund, targets this specific population (Hill, 2013).  Crewdson (2013) adds how often LGBT individuals often become homeless because of their status (p.6).  As groups become more complex and intertwined, programs such as those that target these blends are available to libraries. 
Summary
	Through organizations, programs, and literature, special populations of our culture will be served through the influential role libraries have.  Homelessness and LGBT issues are trends that libraries across the country will continue to react to, and these populations will continue to be reliant on the services they provide.  Through research, practice, and program literature, these programs allow libraries to respond more resourcefully to their social responsibilities.
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